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The Origins of Groundhog Day 
Groundhog Day is a holiday celebrated on February 2 in the United States and Canada. According to 

folklore, if it is cloudy when a groundhog emerges from its burrow on this day, it will leave the bur-

row, signifying that winter-like weather will soon end. If it is sunny, the groundhog will supposedly see 

its shadow and retreat back into its burrow, and the winter weather will continue for six more weeks.  

Modern customs of the holiday involve celebrations where early morning festivals are held to watch 

the groundhog emerging from its burrow. In southeastern Pennsylvania, Groundhog Lodges 

(Grundsow Lodges) celebrate the holiday with fersommlinge, social events in which food is served, 

speeches are made, and one or more g'spiel (plays or skits) are performed for entertainment. The Penn-

sylvania German dialect is the only language spoken at the event, and those who speak English pay a 

penalty, usually in the form of a nickel, dime or quarter, per word spoken, put into a bowl in the center 

of the table.  

The largest Groundhog Day celebration is held in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania. Groundhog Day, al-

ready a widely recognized and popular tradition, received worldwide attention as a result of the 1993 

film of the same name, Groundhog Day, which was set in Punxsutawney and portrayed Punxsutawney 

Phil.   

History 

The celebration, which began as a Pennsylvania German custom in southeastern and central Pennsyl-

vania in the 18th and 19th centuries, has its origins in ancient European weather lore, wherein a badger 

or sacred bear is the prognosticator as opposed to a groundhog. It also bears similarities to the Pagan 

festival of Imbolc, the seasonal turning point of the Celtic calendar, which is celebrated on February 1 

and also involves weather prognostication and to St. Swithun's Day in July. 

Historical origins 

The groundhog (Marmota monax) is a rodent of the family Sciuridae, belonging to the group of large 

ground squirrels. 

An early American reference to Groundhog Day can be found in a diary entry, dated February 4, 1841, 

of Berks County, Pennsylvania, storekeeper James Morris: 

Last Tuesday, the 2nd, was Candlemas day, the day on which, according to the Germans, the Ground-

hog peeps out of his winter quarters and if he sees his shadow he pops back for another six weeks nap, 

but if the day be cloudy he remains out, as the weather is to be moderate. 

In Scotland the tradition may also derive from an English poem: 

As the light grows longer 

The cold grows stronger 

If Candlemas be fair and bright 

Winter will have another flight 

If Candlemas be cloud and rain 

Winter will be gone and not come again 

A farmer should on Candlemas day 

Have half his corn and half his hay 

On Candlemas day if thorns hang a drop 

You can be sure of a good pea crop 

Alternative origin theories 

In western countries in the Northern Hemisphere the official first day of Spring is almost seven weeks 

(46–48 days) after Groundhog Day, on March 20 or March 21. About 1,000 years ago, before the adop-

tion of the Gregorian calendar when the date of the equinox drifted in the Julian calendar, the spring 

equinox fell on March 16 instead. This is exactly six weeks after February 2. The custom could have 

been a folk embodiment of the confusion created by the collision of two calendrical systems. Some 

ancient traditions marked the change of season at cross-quarter days such as Imbolc when daylight first 

makes significant progress against the night. Other traditions held that Spring did not begin until the 

length of daylight overtook night at the Vernal Equinox. So an arbiter, the groundhog/hedgehog, was 

incorporated as a yearly custom to settle the two traditions. Sometimes Spring begins at Imbolc, and 

sometimes Winter lasts 6 more weeks until the equinox.  
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February 2012 

Bagot Family Fund 
On Saturday night, January 7th, friend & Cedar-

field neighbor, John Bagot & his 3 boys lost their 

home on Henderson Hill due to a fire.  We are tak-

ing up a collection for their immediate needs if 

you would like to help this family get back on 

their feet.  Contributions are tax deductible and 

can made through Journey Church.  You may do-

nate one of 3 ways: 

  

1) Drop off or mail donations to Journey Church 

at 15711 Brookway Drive, Huntersville, NC 

28078   

2) Give online at http://

www.thejourneyonline.com/giving/give-online/ 

under the General Giving Button   

3) Drop them off directly to Cedarfield neighbors 

at 9101 Pine Springs Ct. off of Henderson Hill 

(Reinhardt's)   

PLEASE MAKE SURE TO PUT BAGOT 

FAMILY FUND IN THE MEMO LINE FOR 

ALL OF THESE OPTIONS. 
  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

http://www.thejourneyonline.com/giving/give-online/
http://www.thejourneyonline.com/giving/give-online/
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CII is on the net! In order to promote community awareness and, more importantly, the 

ability to connect with friends and neighbors, Cedarfield II has created it’s very own 

Facebook Group!  Please join today to keep up with timely events, breaking news and 

your community! Login to your Facebook account and type “Cedarfield II” on the search 

engine for groups  at the top right hand corner.  

FACEBOOK 

C1 Crime Watch ID Decals 

C1 residents, please contact me for your ID decal for your automobiles.   

Contact info is listed below! 

Gregory DeBruhl 
Cedarfield Plantation 

C1 VP HOA 
Neighborhood Crime Watch 

9219 Cedar River Road 
Huntersville, NC. 28078 

jgdebruhl@carolina.rr.com  

Nextel 150*29380*1 

704-274-9429 Main 

704-902-7380 Mobile  

Cedarfieldplantation.com 
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FACEBOOK 
Cedarfield I has now started their 

own Facebook page! 
 

This is a great way to connect 

with friends and neighbors.   

It is also a great way to keep up 

with community events! 
 

Log in to your Facebook account 

and search “Cedarfield I”. 
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Cedarfield I Residents 

Check out our website!   
 

www.cedarfieldplantation.co

Cedarfield Sun 

 Neighbor  
2 

Neighbor 

http://www.cedarfieldplantation.com/


YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS 
 

BABYSITTING/PET SITTING/ SWIM LESSONS:  I am a freshman at UNCW and will be home for the summer.   Certified 
Life Guard.  Will babysit any age, pet/ house sit or give swim lessons.  References available.  Call   Taylor at 704-948-
9405 
 
BABYSITTER/PET SITTER:  I am a responsible, trustworthy, and reliable 15 year old girl that attends Christ the King 
Catholic High School. I am a Red Cross certified babysitter and I do know CPR. I absolutely love children and I will babysit 
for any age. When you get home, there will be no mess with your house looking like it did before J I will also pet sit your 
loved “animal family member.” This includes walks, feeding, and playtime. My rates are lower than anyone in the area. I 
guarantee that I am the best babysitter you will hire! Please Call Leigh at 704-875-8555. You will not regret it! 
 
BABYSITTER / MOTHER'S HELPER: fluent in Dr. Seuss & SpongeBob, conversant in Fairly Odd Parents. Great with 
little kids -- they bring out my silly, entertaining side! I'm also a Red Cross certified, responsible, experienced, reliable 16 
year old with excellent references. Please call Heaven Soto at 704-947-1501 (or if the fax picks up) 704-502-
4774. Comfortable w/pets of all types. Cedarfield II resident. 
 
BABYSITTING/PET SITTING:  I am a responsible 13 year old attending Southlake Christian Academy.  I have a lot of ex-
perience caring for children from 5 months to 8 years old.  Lots of Cedarfield references.  Babysitting rate: $10.00 
hour.  Pet sitting rate: $7.00 a visit.  Call Heather at 704-948-9405. 
 
LAWN MOWING/PET SITTING:  Responsible 16 year old has lawn mowing and pet sitting experience in the neighbor-
hood.  References available.  Call Connor at 704-948-9405 
 
BABYSITTER: Responsible and reliable 14 years old will care for your kids age 1+.  I've completed the American Red 
Cross Babysitter's Training. Available on short notice evenings, weekends and daily throughout the summer. Please call 
Erin Boas on 704-948-1420.  
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Heart-and-Lollipop Flowers 

With just a little TLC, colorful hearts flourish as the petals 
of a new flower variety --one with a lollipop center and 
stem. 

1. Use card stock to make a half-heart template about 3 inches high and 1 1/4 inches 
wide. Fold a 12-by-3 1/2-inch piece of construction paper in half vertically, and trace 
four half-hearts along the fold. 

2. Cut out hearts; unfold. 

3. Stack hearts; punch a hole 1/4 inch up from bottom. Position petals to form a 
flower, making sure holes line up. Secure by applying glue around holes; let dry. Write 
name on a petal. Insert lollipop. 
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Is your ad missing  

from the  

Young Entrepreneurs 

or 

Cedarfield Services 

section? 

 

Email me your 

updated ad to 

westlake@carolina.rr.com 
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A Note from the Editor: 

If you have something that 

you would like to see in the 

newsletter, please let me 

know.  I am always open to 

suggestions and your input 

would be greatly appreciated!  

You can contact me at: 

 

westlake@carolina.rr.com 

A Message from our  

Association Manager, Barrie Rojahn 
1. There was a coyote sighting between Twin Trail and Bradford Hill 

on 12/23 around 10:15am heading towards Stratton Farm Rd.  

Please be vigilant in protecting your small animals.   

2. Leavesɀ Now that all the leaves are down, residents in all sections 
of Cedarfield should clean up extensive amounts of leaves from 
their yard.  Some leaves in the yard is reasonable but your yard 
should not be covered with them.  This includes removing leaves 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÏÆȢ  ,ÅÔȭÓ ËÅÅÐ #ÅÄÁÒÆÉÅÌÄ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÇÒÅÁÔȦ 

3. Holiday Decorationsɀ Now that the holidays are well behind us, 
please be sure that all of your holiday decorations have been 
taken down.  
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Farmers' Almanac's long range weather predictions for February  ï March 3, 2012 
 

February 2012 
1st-3rd. Few showers, then fair. 

4th-7th. Mild days, cool nights. 

8th-11th. Wet snow Tennessee, western North Carolina; wintry mix northern Mississippi, Alabama. Elsewhere, rain, then 

clearing. 

12th-15th. Wet weather, then fair skies, milder. 

16th-19th. Unsettled. 

20th-23rd. Wet snow Tennessee, parts of North Carolina, then fair. Elsewhere, windy/rainy, then clearing. 

24th-29th. Showery, then fair, milder. 

 

March 2012 
1st-3rd. Fair, pleasantly mild. 
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LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST with home studio in Cedarfield offering deep tissue, relaxation, pregnancy and hot 
stone massage at below spa rates. 30, 60 & 90 minute sessions available. Give yourself a break from everyday stress. 
Contact Ariana @704/502-8846 or email me at ari.raine@yahoo.com for more info and rates.  
 
PET SITTING:  Want an adult taking care of your animals and house while you are away?  I will pet sit for $8.00 a 
visit.  Available on short notice.  Includes walking, feeding and playing.  Can bring your pet to my home during the day 
as well.  Fenced in yard with two small friendly pets to have some doggie day care time. Will take care of any duties 
necessary while your are gone.  (mail, trash, plants, etc).  Call me at 704-957-6843. 
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CEDARFIELD SERVICES 

Sweet Cupid Cupcake 

 

Treat your family to a batch of melt-in-your-
mouth valentines this February 14. 

 

Ingredients 
¶ A cupcake (baked from your favorite rec-
ipe) 
¶ Pink- or peach-tinted frosting 
¶ Large marshmallows 
¶ Thin pretzel sticks 
¶ Crisped rice cereal (a handful) 
¶ Decorators' gel 
¶ Candy hearts 
 
1 Instructions 
1. Frost a cupcake (baked from your favorite recipe) with 

pink- or peach-tinted frosting. 
2. For wings, use kitchen shears to cut a large marshmallow 

in half vertically, then snip each half widthwise a few times 
for a feathery look. Press a thin pretzel stick against the 
sticky side of each marshmallow half, then stick the pret-
zels into the cupcake. 

3. Press a handful of crisped rice cereal along the top of the cupcake for Cupid's 
curly locks, then add a decorators' gel mouth and eyes. Finally, set a candy 
heart in place and pipe on frosting fingers, if you like. 

mailto:ari.raine@yahoo.com
http://familyfun.go.com/magazine/
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Fun Facts About Valentineõs Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sheknows.com/holidays-and-seasons/articles/807655/fun-facts-about-valentine-s-day 



Cedarfield I 
      

President  

Greg DeBruhl, VP   704/902-7380 

Dan Markham, Secretary  704/875-2032 

Dan Finegan, Treasurer  704/334-0891 

Erik Smith, Member-At-Large 704/948-8184  

Ryan Moore, ARC  704/992-2032 
 

Hawthorne Management, Property Management  

Company    704/377-0114 
 

C-I Website  www.cedarfieldplantation.com 

Reach almost 2,000 readers each month for as little as $20* 

advertising in the Cedarfield Sun! 
 

Display Advertising Rates: 

$20 per issue for 1/6 page  $60 per issue for 1/2 page 

$30 per issue for 1/4 page  $120 per issue for full page 

 
(*All ads must be paid for in advance, 35% discount applies for residents of Cedarfield with a 

home-based business.) 

Questions?    Concerns?    Requests?     Who to Contact in Cedarfield! 

Cedarfield II 
 

Liz Callis, President ecallis@bellsouth.net 
Vice President   VACANT 
Ray Kudlak, Secretary/Treasurer  W8ISK1@aol.com 
Gary Wilt, Member-at-Large  garyw24@carolina.rr.com 
Bill Carter, Member at Large wcarter@carolina.rr.com 
Dwayne Green,Member-at-Large dwayne@cedarfield2.org  
 
 

Hawthorne Management, Property Management  

Company    704/377-0114 
 

CII Website        www.cedarfield2.org 

Cedarfield Sun                             
c/o Hawthorne Management                 
PO Box 11906            
Charlotte, NC 28220                               

To advertise contact Cheryl at westlake@carolina.rr.com Cedarfield Park 
 

      

Phil Hoffman, President                704/947-0785 

Cheryl Westlake, VP westlake@carolina.rr.com 

Sandy Thiry, Secretary  704/502-7248 

Vikki Froehlich, Treasurer 704/942-8778 

Dick Walker, Member at Large 704/947-7191 

Mike Greenhawt, Website  
 

Hawthorne Management, Property Management  

Company    704/377-0114 

 Website www.cedarfieldpark.com 

mailto:wcarter@carolina.rr.com

